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HOLIDAYING 
AT HOME
How to turn your 
space into the 
seashore. p5

PICTURE 
THE PAST
Practise your media 
literacy skills using 
snapshots of old 
Singapore.
p12&13

Tonnes of rubbish wash 
up on beaches daily, 

but there is something 
you can do about it. 

p8&9



O Verbal- 
Linguistic 
Discuss and 
develop 
opinions.

O Visual-Kinesthetic 
Learn through the use of 
manipulatives, craft or 
visual aids, or hands-on 
tasks or movement.

O Mathematical-Logical 
Think abstractly and 
conceptually, and 
identify logical patterns.

O Interpersonal 
Respond 
appropriately to 
others in a group 
context.

O Intrapersonal 
Improve self-awareness by 
developing inner feelings, 
values, beliefs and thinking 
processes.
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NOTE

BY SERENE LUO
EDITOR

T he day after I went to pick up trash 
at Pasir Ris Beach, I found myself 
struggling with my conscience as I 
was ordering sugarcane juice at a 

hawker centre.
“Boss,  can  you  leave  the  cups  un-

sealed?” I asked, referring to the machine 
she used to place a plastic seal over the 
mouths of the cups.

With a grunt she pushed the sealed 
cups over to me, and I had little choice 
but to take two plastic straws to pierce 
the plastic with too. 

When I walked back to my aunt with re-
freshment in hand, I told her that I really 
needed to start bringing my metal straw – 
and a pen knife to cut through the plastic 
– out again.

“Do  you  know  how  many  straws  I  
fished  out  of  the  water  yesterday  in  
45 minutes? Too many!”

And those little irritants were really a 
pain to retrieve. 

They had oxidised so they resembled 
the colour of the khaki sand or the grey-
green of the seawater, so picking them 
out required sharp eyes.

Then they were so thin and slippery, 
and drifted with the movement of  the 
waves, so you needed to have the agility 
of Spider-Man to pick them out of the wa-
ter with metal tongs. 

At one point, the straws mockingly just 
whirled around my lower calves and I al-
most fell into the water while trying to nab 
them. 

When I spoke to Ms Frances Loke Wei, 
27, one of the co-founders of Little Green 
Men, which aims to do good for the envi-
ronment through things such as coastal 
clean-ups  and  conducting  educational  
walking trails,  she showed me tracking 
sheets from their mangrove clean-ups.

On one of their trips, they picked up so 
many straw that she wondered if a drink 
seller had an accident or if someone had 
thrown out entire packs of straws, which 
ended up in the mangrove she was clean-
ing, she said. 

For more than a year, many of us have 
put aside our reusable lunchboxes, cups 
and straws, as food outlets and hawkers 

used one-time disposables to try to re-
duce cross-contamination of the coron-
avirus. 

But Ms Loke’s account and my personal 
experience have been good reminders of 
why we need to restart our environmental 
efforts. 

The world has a  problem with  one-
time-use plastics, and the more we use 
them, the more we feed that demand. 

And it is no wonder that the plastics 
easily leak into waterways – through litter-
ing, illegal disposal, even just accidents.

Covid-19 may be the visible danger at 
our doorsteps, but environmental dam-
age is that unseen horror no one expects 
to meet until it is too late. 

Too many straws will break nature’s back
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Many people here are trying to adopt a more sustainable lifestyle. This includes saying “no” to plastic bags and 
straws and using recyclable cups and bowls instead of single-use versions. BT FILE PHOTO
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YOUR VOICE: FANDOMS

Last month, IN asked readers about the fan-
doms they support and got a variety of re-
sponses. Here are some of the most interest-
ing ones.

“Army. BTS is my everything. They are the 
most precious people that deserve love and 
recognition. They can make anyone smile  
with their talents and their (silly) behaviour.”
yoonglestangerine, Kuo Chuan Presbyterian 
Secondary School

“Swifties. Most of us are very loyal to Taylor 

Swift and welcome new fans with open arms. 
She  connects  us  with  her  personal  life  
through her songs that we can very much re-
late to. She has always also done special  
things for her fans and will donate her money 
to her fans who are facing financial difficul-
ties, especially during the pandemic.”
Juliet, River Valley High School

“Mcyt  (Minecraft  YouTuber)  fandom.  The  
people here are incredibly talented. 

They make songs or animatics about the 
events that  happen in the Dream smp (a  
Minecraft  multiplayer  server)  that  are  of  
great quality. I could spend a whole day on 
YouTube just watching some of the animatics 

and listening to the songs.”
Suffer, Nan Hua High School

“Arianators.  Because  Ariana  Grande  has  
been through a lot of bad situations and she 
has really nice songs.”
*Sips tea*, Manjusri Secondary School

“Moomoos. (K-pop girl group) Mamamoo in-
spires me to do many things. They were once 
unknown and now, through their hard work, 
they are one of the biggest girl groups in the 
K-pop industry.”
jeraldin, West Spring Secondary School

The responses have been edited for clarity.
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Cutalong
this

line
to

getyourribbon
strip!

Mr Ismadi, a 52-year-old
welfare officer at Jamiyah
Halfway House, reflects
on his past and the
choices he made in his
search for belonging

Is this
what you
want your
life to be
forever?”

These words from
Mr Ismadi’s mother helped
him turn over a new leaf

Q What was the turning point tochoose a different path?
On the day I was arrested for my last
incarceration, my mother who has
never missed any of my visitation
sessions reminded me that I was
going to turn 40 in a few months.
She asked, “Is this what you want
your life to be forever? Do you have
no dream of a better life?”

At that moment, I decided that
enough is enough. I came to realise
that I was also a son and a father, and
that I could mould myself to be more
than who I was at that point in time.

Q How did you break thecycle of addiction?
I found a new community, and
I continue to be part of that
community today. I am currently
working as a welfare officer at
Jamiyah Halfway House (JHH).
Since undergoing my rehabilitation
programme at JHH nine years ago,
I was given the chance and trust to
be a part of a family of passionate
individuals who help people like me
begin their journey to recovery.
We equip them with knowledge and
skills to start their life anew.

Each time I remind my peers to

Q How did you get involvedin drugs?
Growing up in a neighbourhood
where drugs and secret societies were
rampant, I got involved with drugs at
a very young age. I wanted to be part
of a community, and by the time I
was 11, I had already been introduced
to smoking, drinking, and was taking
cannabis and pills. Even though I was
doing well in school, getting “high”
soon became a daily routine.

Q How did drug addictionaffect you?
My addiction went on for years.
When I was sent to the Drug
Rehabilitation Centre (DRC) at 20
years old, it was a scary experience.
I learnt the ways, the ropes and
the codes that all inmates have
to abide by.

Even though I felt like it was
not a place for me, I found myself
returning again and again, which
was something I also could not
understand at that time.

After a week out from my first
incarceration, I returned to drugs
because I was back in my old
neighbourhood, and back to my
old friends and life.

turn away from drugs, it is also a
reminder for myself to stay strong
mentally and always choose a life
where I can help others make better
choices too.

Q What is the most difficult thingabout starting over?
One of the hardest things is gaining
the trust of loved ones again. I have
lost many things, from my marriage
to friends. However, this tough
journey in turning my life around
has given me the chance to regain all
that I have lost. It takes patience and
a strong will in facing the adversity
that I will probably continue to face
for the rest of my life.

Making the right choice involves
thinking about how our choices
can benefit us as a person, for our
family and future. Only by doing
so was I able to find a new purpose
in life, and that is to help others. Be
proud of who you are and work hard
if you wish for more in life. Most
importantly, it is never what you
have but what you can give that
matters in life.

If you are going through a difficult
time, be strong and patient with
yourself. Never forget that you are
special too.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

DID YOU KNOW?
June 26 is the International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (or
World Drug Day). It has been observed
in Singapore and around the world since
1989. Cut out the anti-drug ribbon strip,
fold it and write your pledge of support
to keep Singapore drug-free! Take a
photo and send it to CNB_Community_
Partnership@cnb.gov.sg by June 14,
2021, to stand a chance to win a bunch

of exclusive collaterals!

Scan the QR code to
learn how to fold your
own anti-drug ribbon.

PHOTO: WEE TY

WHAT’S NEW?
Looking for a new game to play? Check out
CNB’s “Man in the Mirror”, a VR experience
where your choices shape the story and
outcome. Scan the QR codes below to
download the game on Google Play and

participate in a giveaway on CNB’s Facebook!

Scan
for the
giveaway!

Scan to
download
the game!



LIFE

Once set aside for recreation and exercise, many community centres here are now 
vaccination spots. In this piece, the writer observes how the United States has also 

repurposed many leisure spaces affected by the pandemic into places that offer hope. 

A little over a year ago, streets emptied 
and businesses shuttered. 

The emptying was an act of mutual 
self-preservation on a planetary scale. 

Images of vacated parks and squares, sports sta-
diums and theatres, museums and malls cap-
tured the sudden terror of the pandemic. 

But  they  captured  something  else,  too:  
hope. 

Otherworldly and deeply alarming, the sight 
of once crowded places minus people also rep-
resented humanity’s best stab at combating a 
crisis at a time when we knew little about the 
virus and vaccines seemed years off at best. 
This effort required going our separate ways.

Briefly,  we  came  together  to  face  down  
calamity  by  doing,  in  essence,  the  reverse:  
Abandoning shared spaces which, when we ac-
tively occupy them, are ordinarily a signal that 
society is working. These places are mirrors. We 
build them. They measure us. 

Now, a year after we left these parking lots, 
strip malls, sports arenas and other sites in the 
United States, scores of them have been requisi-
tioned as temporary vaccine centres. 

A defunct electronics  store in Dartmouth,  
Massachusetts, has been reborn. A theatre in 
Philadelphia, dark for months because of the 
pandemic, is drawing crowds daily – for vac-
cines. 

Photographs of these places look no less sur-
real than last year’s pictures of empty squares. 
Their message is similar, too: that, like all crises, 
the pandemic is an opportunity. 

Where to start? A racetrack in Queens can be 
used to help thousands escape the virus with a 
vaccine. A theme park in Maryland can make 
people feel safer. The Natural History Museum 
in Manhattan can use its popular life-sized blue 
whale model to entice vaccine recipients. Can 
we think bigger? How about transforming some 
of those older office towers mothballed during 
the pandemic into much-needed mixed-income 
housing?

Now is the time to finally fix our decrepit pub-
lic transit hubs, open more bridges to cyclists 
and pedestrians, and create more parks and 
plazas,  especially  in  underserved neighbour-
hoods, because these features proved indis-
pensable to New Yorkers’ physical and mental 
health. 

The obstacles to progress can still seem insur-
mountable – which is why these photos are also 
instructive. They tell a different story. 

We’ve come together before, they remind 
us. We can think differently. A dead mall can be 
a lifesaver. 

Adapted from “The Shot doesn’t care: Unusual 
vaccine sites” by Michael Kimmelman, NYTimes

A couple embraces after receiving vaccines at the M&T Bank 
Stadium in Baltimore on April 21. The arena is usually filled 
with American football and baseball fans.

Patients sit in a waiting area after receiving vaccines at the 
Theatre of The Living Arts in Philadelphia on April 22. The place 
has been hosting shows and events since 1908. PHOTOS NYTIMES
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Everyday places are 
now life-saving spaces

The American Museum of Natural History in New York, with its famous blue whale, has shed sightseers for vaccine-seekers.



W ith the June holidays approach-
ing, you might be wondering 
what you can do, especially as 
the tightened measures mean 

you cannot head out to meet your friends. 
You may as well make full use of your 

time at home and make Singapore’s hot 

weather work for you. IN has put together 
a guide for you on how to go on a beach 
holiday without stepping outdoors.

First, grab a picnic mat, or towel, and lay 
it next to the window or door that allows in 
maximum sunlight. 

If you have a standing fan, place it near 
your mat. Otherwise, a small portable fan 
should be enough to mimic a “sea breeze”. 

Then, prepare the following beach es-
sentials.

HAVE A JUICY BREAK
Beach day would be 
incomplete without 
eating something 
thirst-quenching. Dig 
into some succulent 
tropical fruit, such as 
pineapple or coconut, 
for a burst of refreshing 
flavours.

EXPRESS YOURSELF
Unleash your artistic 
self and paint what you 
see around you. 

Let your creativity 
and thoughts flow and 
do not bother about 
getting your images 
picture-perfect. Focus 
on how you feel. 
Afterwards, you can 
frame your work and 
use it to decorate your 
room.

GET IN TUNE
Pop on this playlist 
(https://str.sg/beach), 
lie back, close your 
eyes and let yourself be 
transported to the 
Maldives. Or, you know, 
East Coast Park. 
Whatever works.

TAKE A MULTIMEDIA BREAK
There  are  plenty  of  free  and  legal  online  
videos to suit most moods. 

If you are feeling adventurous and valiant, 
catch the latest episode of Adventure Time 
with your family on the meWatch app. 

If you are looking to boost your brain with 
some quirky facts like the answer to “does 
your brain ever sleep?”, TED-Ed’s channel on 
YouTube has you covered.

And if  you  are  a  fan of  Korean variety  
shows,  the  Viu  app or  website  has  some 
mostly up-to-date shows that should keep 
you entertained for hours. 

But if you would like to take a break from 
the screen, you can choose a book from IN’s 
curated list of beach reads (turn to page 6).

TRY OUT OTHER 
TYPES OF GAMING
Break out the games 
that have not seen light 
of day in a while and 
give them some love! 

This period of 
heightened measures is 
the perfect time for 
some family bonding 
over simple card games 
such as snap or heart 
attack.

FEATURE

ENTERTAINMENT

Build your ‘beach home’
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KEEP YOUR SKIN 
PRISTINE
If you are going to be 
hanging out next in the 
sun all day, you have to 
protect yourself from 
the sun’s harsh rays. 

Remember: getting 
sunburn is a side effect 
that you can opt out of. 
Your skin will thank you 
years down the road.

WHET YOUR 
APPETITE
There is no better time 
to enjoy finger food like 
sushi and potato chips. 
Wash them down with a 
cold drink afterwards! 

The best part about 
“beach holiday-ing” 
from home: You can 
take the drinks out from 
the fridge only when 
you need them, which 
means they stay 
ice-cold. 

5

ST PHOTO ZAN SAM



HOUSE OF SALT AND SORROWS 
by Erin A. Craig
Annaleigh and her sisters are the 12 daughters of the 
noble Thaumas family.

Together with their father and stepmother, they 
live a sheltered life in a grand seaside manor.

When some of her sisters die mysteriously, An-
naleigh begins to wonder if the villagers’ whispers 
are true: that her family is cursed by the gods.

And when she is disturbed by a series of ghostly 
visions, Annaleigh becomes increasingly suspicious 
that her sisters’ deaths were no accidents.

Determined to find out why they keep dying, she 
sets out to discover the truth – before she becomes 
its next victim. 

WHY IT’S GOOD: This retelling of the German fairy 
tale Twelve Dancing Princesses is a solid, suspenseful 
read that walks the line between mystery and horror 
incredibly well.

The world building really helped to set a sombre 
tone. The descriptions are lush and beautiful, and the 
dark and eerie atmosphere of both the island and the 
manor really seem to come alive at times.

WICKED FOX 
by Kat Cho
Eighteen-year-old Gu Miyoung is just like any other 
teenager in modern-day Seoul.

Except for one thing: She is also secretly a gu-
miho, or nine-tailed fox, who must suck out a man’s 
life force every full moon to survive.

Unlike her mother, Miyoung feels tortured about 
taking lives, so she targets only men who have com-
mitted crimes and evaded justice.

One night, she comes across a human boy being 
attacked by a dokkaebi, a murderous goblin, deep in 
a forest. Against her better judgment, she rescues 
the boy and, in the process, she breaks her mother’s 
biggest rule (“never leave a witness alive”) and loses 
her fox bead – or her gumiho soul – which changes 
the course of her immortal life.

WHY IT’S GOOD: It is a good romp filled with Ko-
rean myths, folklore, monsters and gore.

While the pacing did drag slightly in the middle of 
the story, the intense conflicts and higher stakes to-
wards the end made up for it.

The myth of the gumiho and how it slots neatly 
into place in the modern Seoul setting is also made 
more convincing by the writing, which is both rich 
and accessible.

WE HUNT THE FLAME 
by Hafsah Faizal
In the kingdom of Arawiya, there are two legendary 
figures hiding secrets.

The Hunter is the only man who can enter the 
cursed wilderness known as the Arz and emerge un-
scathed – but “he” is actually Zafira, a teenage girl 
who will do anything to feed the desperate people of 
her village.

Then there is the Prince of Death, a cold-blooded 
assassin who kills for the power-hungry Sultan – but 
he is actually Nasir, a son unwilling to incur his father’s 
wrath and struggling to hold on to his humanity.

When Zafira sets out on a quest to seek a lost arte-
fact that will restore magic and stop the spread of the 
Arz, Nasir is sent to thwart – and kill – her.

But an ancient evil begins to stir, and the huntress 
and the assassin face threats more dangerous than 
they could have ever imagined.

WHY IT’S GOOD: Set in a richly detailed world in-
spired by ancient Arabia, this young adult fantasy is 
immersive, engaging and unpredictable.

While the pacing is slow, it is not boring. The pace 
allows you to appreciate the beauty of the world the 
story is set in, as well as really get to know the charac-
ters.

FEATURE

BOOKS

Travel to another space 
within these pages

BY NUR SYAHIIDAH ZAINAL

W hen most people think of summer 
reads, they used to think of mass-
market  paperbacks  filled  with  
frothy  and  mindless  stories  that  

they could finish in an hour or two, and never 
care about again.

But in this current climate – where beach 
“trips”  are  mostly  limited  to  where  in  our  
homes we can spread a picnic blanket and lay 
out some snacks – summer reads serve as an es-
cape into a more spacious world far away from 
your daily life. 

IN has picked four young adult books that 
will  keep you enthralled until  the very  last  
page. 
All books are available from the National Library in 
either physical or electronic formats.

I LOVE YOU SO MOCHI 
by Sarah Kuhn
Japanese-American student Kimi Nakamura’s future 
is all planned out. She is set to graduate high school, 
attend a prestigious art academy, and become a 
painter like her mum.

But here is the thing: she is not so sure that that is 
what she wants anymore.

So when her estranged maternal grandparents in-
vite her to stay with them in Japan for spring break, 
Kimi jumps at the chance to find herself.

When she arrives, she quickly loses herself in Ky-
oto’s outdoor markets, art installations, and cherry 
blossom festivals.

She also stumbles into a charming whirlwind ro-
mance with Akira, an aspiring medical student who 
moonlights  as  a  costumed mascot  at  his  uncle’s  
mochi store.

WHY IT’S GOOD: This book tastes like a light sum-
mer treat. 

While the plot is not too original, it does not come 
off as shallow as the delivery is fun and cute.

The writing style suits the story well, too: it is light 
and colourful, and there are a lot of good comedic 
moments thrown in.
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EAST COAST PARK
East Coast Park is great for its many stretches of 
sandy beaches and generally clean waters. 

There is plenty to do here but most people 
will head to one of the bike rental kiosks. Bicy-
cle rentals for adults are priced between $8 and 
$12 per hour. 

If you want to test your teamwork, you can 
pick a tandem, quad for two or quad for four 
bike. Some of the kiosks offer reduced rates for 
longer rental periods and on weekdays, extra 
hours are thrown in free. 

Also, check out fun playgrounds to frolic in 
such as the Marine Cove playground and Rain-
tree Grove swings. 

The newest playground there is the Coastal 
Playgrove, which has a four-storey high slide, 
stepping pods,  hammocks,  disc  swings  and 
many other exciting rope structures. 

There are also many eateries for takeaways 
such as cafes and fast food restaurants if you 
are feeling hungry. 

IN rates it 4 out of 5 palm trees

PASIR RIS BEACH PARK
Even though the beaches are not as clean or ex-
pansive as East Coast Park’s, it still has equally 
fun playgrounds with swings, slides and hills. 

You can look forward to having picnics under 
the shady cool of the trees on the grass patches 
near the beach. 

If you are looking for a chill recreational activ-
ity, this park is great for bird watching because 
there are many flat surfaces directly in front of 
the trees. 

Borrow a pair of binoculars and try spotting 

the different bird species in their natural habi-
tats.

A large variety of birds , such as zebra doves, 
tree  sparrows,  pacific  swallows  and  yellow-
vented bulbul chicks, can be found there. The 
park is also said to be the best place to reliably 
see wild pied hornbills. 

IN gives this park 3 out of 5 palm trees

PALAWAN BEACH
Sentosa’s beaches are right next to one another 

and have undoubtedly  the softest sand and 
clearest waters among the other beaches in Sin-
gapore. 

Our pick is Palawan Beach. There, you can 
find the floating aqua park, Hydrodash, which is 
still  operating at a reduced capacity.  Partici-
pants are required to stay in groups of two with 
no intermingling. 

You can also cross the rope bridge to the 
small  little  island that  is  the “Southernmost  
Point of Continental Asia” and climb up the 
watchtower where you can wave at passing 
ships and have a bird’s eye view of the beach-
front.

Do take note  that  each  of  the  Sentosa’s  
beaches is now segmented into different zones 
and requires beach booking for weekends and 
public holidays. On any other weekday, book-
ing is not required. 

There are safety rings along the beach for 
groups to keep within to ensure safe distancing 
from other visitors.

IN rates it 4 out of 5 palm trees

FEATURE

Have fun in the sun 
7

THINGS TO NOTE
All of the beaches mentioned can be reached 
conveniently by public transport, then by foot; 
they  have  accessible  toilets  and  pavilions  or  
beach huts for shelter. 

If you are planning to head down to any of 

these beaches, don’t forget to be vigilant and re-
sponsible. For instance, be sure to wear your 
mask at all times if you are not engaging in strenu-
ous physical activity or exercise, and be sure to 
keep at least one metre away from other parties. 

With that, have fun and stay safe! 

Though you 
are cooped 
up at home 
now, you can 
still dream 
about visiting 
a beach or 
park when 
movement 
restrictions 
ease. 
DORCAS 
YANG went to 
three spots to 
scout out 
what fun you 
can have 
there.

Above: At Palawan Beach on Sentosa, you can test your 
balance on the floating Hydrodash or visit the watchtowers to 
get an awesome view of the coast.
Left: The Coastal Playgrove at East Coast Park has a 
four-storey slide. PHOTOS DORCAS YANG, ST FILE
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W hen we arrived at 
Pasir  Ris  Beach  
Park on the morn-
ing of May 7, I com-

mented to my colleagues Zan 
and  Dorcas:  “Oh  no!  The  
beach is so clean!”

The three of us had volun-
teered to clean the beach that 
Friday,  ahead  of  this  year’s  
World Oceans Day on June 8, 
because we wanted to see first-
hand the scale of the marine 
trash problem affecting the is-
land. 

When  we  got  down  to  
work, Pasir Ris beach seemed 
pretty trash-free. 

Donning gloves and bran-
dishing tongs, we decided to 
give  the  clean-up  our  best  
shot, even if it was just small 
bits of plastic.

Just 45 minutes or so later 
though, I had to eat my words.

We had found about 7kg of 
gross, weather-beaten, decom-
posing  items:  plastic  bags,  
food packaging, an adult flip-
flop, one side of a child’s Crocs 
footwear, a purse and dispos-
able masks. 

And straws! Lots and lots of 
one-use plastic straws.

There  were  also  several  
large  pieces  of  wood which  
looked like they were from a 
broken cupboard. We couldn’t 
pick up too many of them as 
we would have been unable to 

drag the rubbish to the dis-
posal point then. 

Most of the trash was found 
about one metre from the wa-
ter, as far as the tide pushed it 
in. 

As the waves crash in, they 
carry trash ashore, often light-
weight plastic that floats eas-
ily. The plastic would often be 
on the crest of the wave and, 
being so light, it would also be 
pulled out of reach all too eas-
ily by the retreating waves. 

I found myself wading into 
the water, and going further 
and further in.

I also wished I had brought 
a big fishnet instead, so I could 
scoop up the elusive trash.

Amid the man-made debris, 
we also found much fauna – 
dead fish (or pieces of  fish),  
dead crabs, you get the drift.

The  three  of  us  agreed:  
what we thought was a pris-
tine, white sandy beach had a 
lot of hidden litter, not hidden 
treasures. 

When  we  collapsed  on  a  
rocky crop for a drink, we saw 
a cyclist strip off his shirt and 
jump in for a refreshing dip, 
from his perspective at least.

From  behind  the  pile  of  
trash we had collected, we dis-
agreed. 

We  nudged  one  another:  
“Does somebody want to tell 
him what’s in that water?”
Serene Luo

Trashing out the 
beach litter problem

In about 45 minutes, three IN journalists gathered about 7kg of litter at Pasir Ris Beach on May 7. 
ST PHOTOS DORCAS YANG, SERENE LUO

T hings had been going so well.
Singaporeans have been increasingly in-

terested in beach clean-ups over the past 
few years, with more civic-minded people 

organising clean-ups to fish every bit of litter, from 
plastic cups and cutlery to plastic bags and rubber 
tyres, out of waterways. 

The Public Hygiene Council (PHC) recorded 635 
clean-ups in 2017, 905 in 2018 and 1,193 in 2019. 
So some effort has been made to keep the sandy 
shores here pristine.

However, while Singapore’s beaches look clean 
in  general,  this  is  not  the  case  islandwide.  
Ms Frances Loke Wei, one of the founders of Little 
Green Men, a group which conducts environmen-
tal activities such as coastal clean-ups, said that her 
team tackles the mangrove swamps that few peo-
ple think of.

Singapore’s beach areas are “not clean as much 
as cleaned”, referring to cleaners who keep places 
spic and span. 

In comparison, mangrove areas are often along 
highways or  industrial  roads,  which “if  nobody 
sees the trash, nobody complains about it”, she 
said.

Data in the tracking sheets that she showed IN 
revealed that her groups of volunteers could col-
lect more than 100kg of trash during each of their 
90-minute clean-ups.

For instance, last  September, 13 participants 
cleared 108kg of litter that included food wrap-
pers, plastic bottles, and even electrical appliances 
and syringes. They filled 26 trash bags.

Singapore’s coasts do get “a constant amount 
of trash”, said Mr Louis Ng, MP for Nee Soon GRC 
and chairman of  the government parliamentary  
committee for sustainability and the environment.

Mr Ng, who started doing mangrove clean-ups 
during the pandemic, said he decided to raise the 
issue of marine trash in Parliament as a result of 
what he saw.

He has posted his amazing finds on social me-
dia: everything from styrofoam, nets, ropes, toys 
and even an air-conditioning unit.

While some of this detritus may be local litter, a 
lot of it is also coming from neighbouring coun-
tries, said Mr Tom Peacock-Nazil, founder of Seven 
Clean Seas, which is based in Singapore.

“Singapore is in a great spot for economics – 
due to its shipping lanes, but from an environmen-
tal perspective, with Johor to the north and Batam 
to the south, the trade winds do bring a lot of 
trash,” he said.

“Sometimes, during the north-east monsoon, 
Sembawang and Seletar are so bad you can’t even 
walk on the beach.”

One of the problems is that many countries in 
the region struggle with proper waste disposal, re-

sulting in trash, especially plastics, leaking into the 
oceans. He added that Seven Clean Seas was build-
ing a material recovery facility in Bintan, Indonesia, 
to sort and process plastics collected there. 

SIDE EFFECTS OF THE PANDEMIC
The coronavirus pandemic has stalled that momen-
tum for beach clean-ups. 

Just 549 clean-ups were facilitated by the PHC 
last year, “especially for schools or corporates who 
conduct it in big groups as a corporate social re-
sponsibility effort”, said Ms Gloria Tan, the cover-
ing executive director of the PHC.

Not only has Covid-19 “put back people’s re-
sponsibility for plastic consumption a few years”, 
said Mr Peacock-Nazil, it has resulted in a new “ad-
dition” to waterways – PPE (personal protective 
equipment). 

He said: “Prior to Covid-19, there were no such 
things as PPE in oceans, it was never an issue. But 
now, we are guaranteed to find PPE in every clean-
up.

“Face masks are very easy to lose.”
He added that if  people simply placed their 

used face masks in bins in Singapore, it would be 
fine, but “if you were in Indonesia, and if (your 
mask) drops out of your pocket, no, it would likely 
end up in the sea”.

Mrs Abyan Junus, the brand and partnership di-

rector  for  The  Golden  Space  which  is  behind  
Guardians of Mother Earth, told IN: “The restric-
tions on gathering numbers and also the concerns 
of outdoor activities have severely impacted all 
beach clean-up activities. 

“It is now up to the small acts of passers-by who 
are  motivated enough to  pick  up  one or  two 
(pieces of) rubbish that they see. Each little act we 
do can contribute to making an impact.”

Mr Ng also told IN: “There is a need to continue 
our clean-up efforts but also a need to address the 
root of the problem through policy changes and 
through more awareness campaigns. 

“I believe we can change mindsets by instilling a 
sense of ownership of our environment and get 
more people involved in environmental  protec-
tion.”

Find out more about the work of these environmental 
groups.

L Seven Clean Seas
www.sevencleanseas.com

L Guardians of Mother Earth Singapore
https://www.facebook.com/GuardiansOfMotherE-
arth.Sg/

L Little Green Men 
https://www.facebook.com/littlegreenmensg

FEATURE

Though registration for clean-
ups and the usage of Clean-
Pods, storage areas for clean-
ing  equipment,  have  been  
suspended until  further  no-
tice  in  light  of  the  current  
Covid-19  restrictions,  keep  
these tips in mind so you can 
do your part for the environ-
ment when the situation im-
proves! 

Step 1: Decide which beach 
you want to clean and regis-
ter  online  at  www.epor-
tal.nea.gov.sg. 

Registration must be made 
at  least  seven  days  before  
your preferred date. 

Step 2: Upon successful regis-
tration, you can request ac-
cess to a CleanPod in your se-
lected  beach  by  e-mailing  
ask@publichygienecoun-
cil.sg. 

There, you will find metal 
tongs and trash bags for pub-
lic use. However, there are no 
gloves provided in the Clean-
Pods, so remember to bring 
your own. 

Step 3: Clear as much trash 
from the beach as you can 
during your allotted time! 

After  you  are  done,  dis-
pose of the trash at the trash 
disposal  point  indicated on  
the website. 

Wash the  tools  you  bor-

rowed and return them to the 
CleanPod for the next user. 

WHAT IN FOUND OUT 
DURING A CLEAN-UP
● Wear covered shoes. You 
do not know what could be 
buried in the sand, and step-
ping on a sharp piece of glass 
would bring a painful halt to 
your environment-saving en-
deavours.
● Remember to put on sun-
screen. The IN staff suffered 
sunburn  the  day  after  the  
clean-up, and prevention is al-
ways  better  than  trying  to  
soothe your angry skin with 
aloe vera afterwards.
● If you decide to bring your 
own tongs, the longer they 
are the better. A shorter pair 
of tongs means that you have 
to bend over more, and that 
will take a toll on your back.
●  When  picking  up  litter,  
keep a  lookout  for  animals  
like jellyfish and sea urchins, 
even if they are dead. It is pos-
sible to still  be stung by a  
dead jellyfish.  Also,  do not 
pick up seashells,  driftwood 
or any other natural objects.
● Don’t give up. It may seem 
like an endless task when you 
watch the tide bring in wave 
after wave of trash, but just 
keep telling yourself that you 
are doing your part for the en-
vironment.

Zan Sam

THE STRAITS TIMES MONDAY, MAY 24, 2021

How to organise an effective clean-up 

FEATURE

SERENE LUO dives into the problem of marine trash 
to find out why the problem keeps on coming in with 
the tide and what some environmental groups here 
are trying to do about it

FEATURE MONDAY, MAY 24, 2021 THE STRAITS TIMES 

The majority of the litter was found just near and in the sea. In order to pick 
them up, one had to get into the water.
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Waves 
of waste



The beloved school gate of Maris Stella 
High School will make way for road widen-
ing in Mount Vernon Road, despite an at-
tempt by students, parents and alumni to 
save it.

The  archway  has  been  there  since  
1997.

The removal of the gate, slated for af-
ter May 31, was announced in a Facebook 
post on May 12, sparking a petition to pre-
serve the blue and white structure.

The gate has to be removed from its 
current location as the road has to be 
widened to serve residents of an upcom-
ing housing development in Bidadari es-
tate, said the Housing Board in a state-
ment on May 15. The school’s new gate 
will be located in Bartley Walk.

A new archway, slated to be completed 
by the end of the year, will be built using 
parts of the old gate with the original look 
retained.

Discuss with your classmates: What 
are some unique architectural fea-
tures of your school?

If you have the habit of returning your tray 
at the end of your meal at hawker centres, 
foodcourts or coffee shops, good for you.

For those who do not, take note of a 
new rule kicking in from June 1.

From that date, it will be mandatory for 
diners to return their trays and clear their 
table  litter,  the  National  Environment  
Agency said on May 14. 

Table litter includes used tissues, wet 
wipes, straws, canned drinks, plastic bot-
tles and food remnants.

There will be a three-month adjustment 
period where no enforcement action will 
be taken until after Aug 31 for people to 
get used to the new rule. During the three 
months, they will only be advised to fol-
low the rule. After that, people who do 
not clear their trays could face $300 fines 
or more. 

NEA said the move, which comes amid 
a public health crisis, followed years of ex-
tensive educational efforts to change the 
behaviour and mindsets of diners in pub-
lic places.

Design a simple poster with a slogan 
to remind diners to return their trays.

If you are aged between 12 and 15 years, 
you will soon be eligible to register for the 
Covid-19 vaccination.

The expert committee on Covid-19 vac-
cines and the Health Sciences Authority 
said  that  the  Pfizer-BioNTech  vaccine  
“demonstrated high efficacy and safety 
for this age group”.

Health Minister Ong Ye Kung said that 
the Ministry of Education would work with 
the Ministry of Health to plan the vaccina-
tion programme for this age group; more 
details would be given soon.

The announcement last Tuesday came 
at a time when a number of schoolchild-
ren had tested positive for the virus.

Separately,  all  activities  at  centre-
based  tuition  and  enrichment  classes  
have been moved online till the end of 
Phase 2 (heightened alert) on June 13, or 
until  further  notice,  Education Minister  
Chan Chun Sing announced last week.

This was done to prevent intermingling 
of students from different schools, and 
cut down possible transmissions among 
this group, he said.

This  comes amid a  Covid-19 cluster  
linked to a tuition centre, as well as a few 
other tuition centres reporting one or two 
cases.

As of May 18, the Learning Point tu-
ition centre cluster comprises 24 cases in-

cluding 14 pupils from schools such as 
Kong  Hwa  School,  Yu  Neng  Primary  
School and St Margaret’s Primary School. 

Other centres with at least one case of 
positive  diagnosis  among  students  in-
clude The Learning Lab at United Square 
and HCL Education at Katong V.

All primary, secondary and junior col-
lege students, as well as those from Millen-
nia  Institute  and  special  education  
schools,  started  home-based  learning  
from May 19.

Why do you think tuition centre 
clusters may particularly be of 
concern?

NEWS
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GET TO KNOW 
WHO’S IN 
CHARGE
A number of ministers 
took on new roles with 
effect from May 15. 

Here are some of 
the changes:
● Mr Lawrence Wong 
is the new Finance 
Minister. 
● Mr Chan Chun Sing 
is the new Minister for 
Education.
● Mr Ong Ye Kung is 
now Health Minister.

Scan or click on this 
QR code to see who’s 
who in the 
Government 
in a handy 
interactive 
graphic.

C
O
V
I
D
-
1
9

The gate’s unique structure incorporates East and West design elements that 
are unlike those commonly found in other Catholic schools. The option of 
relocating the whole gate was discussed but engineers assessed that doing so 
would risk damaging the gate and pose a safety risk to students.

10

ANG YIYING rounds up the local headlines

NEA said Covid-19 has underscored the need to maintain high public hygiene and cleanliness standards, and various 
members of the public and institutions have called for stronger measures to raise hygiene standards, including the use 
of legislation. Clearing dirty trays, crockery and table litter will protect not only other diners but also the cleaners, who 
are usually elderly folk. ST PHOTO JASON QUAH
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ISRAEL
CITIZENS COUNT COST OF 
DEADLY CONFLICT AFTER 
CEASEFIRE IS DECLARED

An Egyptian-mediated  truce  between  Israel  
and Hamas began on May 21, but the Pales-
tinian militant Islamist group that controls Gaza 
warned it still had its “hands on the trigger” 
and  demanded  Israel  end  the  violence  in  
Jerusalem and address  the  damages  in  the  
Gaza Strip after the worst fighting in years.

Israel had launched dozens of air strikes on 
Gaza while the Hamas militant group fired rock-
ets at Israeli cities for more than a week.

The Israeli attacks into the densely populated 
enclave of the Gaza Strip, a narrow coastal terri-
tory  sandwiched  between  Israel  and  Egypt  
where about two million people live, have dam-
aged roads and homes. The Israeli military said 
that it was targeting militant training camps, in-
cluding a Hamas intelligence complex. 

While Israel said that the civilian casualties 
were unintentional,  Hamas disagreed, calling 
the strikes “pre-meditated killing”. 

According to Gaza health officials, more than 
232 Palestinians,  including 65 children,  have 
been killed during the conflict. The Israeli au-
thorities also reported that 12 people, including 
two children, were killed.

Each side has said it stood ready to retaliate 
for any truce violations by the other.  Mean-
while, Cairo said it would send two delegations 
to monitor the ceasefire.

The ongoing violence started in the middle 
of this month. 

It was a result of rising tensions over a court 
case to evict several Palestinian families in East 
Jerusalem, and in retaliation after Israeli police 
clashed  with  Palestinians  near  the  Al-Aqsa  
Mosque, Islam’s third holiest site, during the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

UNITED STATES
BEAUTY QUEENS MAKE 
STATEMENTS AT PAGEANT

Singapore’s representative in the Miss Universe 
beauty pageant held in Florida has used the con-
test’s platform to call for an end to Asian hate in 
the United States. 

According to Stop AAPI Hate, the US saw an 
increase in hate incidents against Asians dou-
bling from around 3,795 in March last year to 
6,603 by March this year.

In the national costume segment of the con-
test,  which  was  aired  for  online  voting  on  
May 14, Ms Bernadette Belle Ong, 27, (below) 
wore a glittery red bodysuit, high boots and a 

long cape with the colours of the Singapore 
flag, carrying the words “Stop Asian Hate”. 

She hoped to promote a stop to hate crimes 
by calling attention to the Singapore flag, which 
symbolises unity and social harmony in a multira-
cial, multicultural and inter-religious state. 

Apart from Ms Ong, Myanmar’s candidate 
Thuzar  Wint  Lwin  also  aired  political  state-
ments. She was seen holding a banner that read 
“Pray for Myanmar”, highlighting the crisis back 
in her home country. She later won the best na-
tional costume segment.

Miss Mexico was crowned Miss Universe on 
May 16. Though the pageant has drawn criti-
cism in the past for objectifying the contestants, 
it has in recent years shifted its image, focusing 
more on female empowerment and activism.

Do you think a beauty contest is the right 
platform to promote social change? Why? 

TURKEY
MORE DAMS NOT THE 
ANSWER TO WATER CRISIS

Turkey is facing a water shortage due to climate 
change and rising water demands. 

Last winter, the water levels at the massive 
dams and reservoirs that supply water to Istan-
bul’s 15 million residents fell to critically low lev-
els. Water shortages were also exacerbated by 
late-arriving snow and rain. 

The  Turkish  government  has  resorted  to  
building more dams to curb the shortage. 

However, the construction of dams is detri-
mental to ecosystems as forests and farmlands 
are being cleared to make way for them. This 
also leads to displaced farmers relocating to 
cities like Istanbul, thus increasing the demand 
for water there.
The Straits Times, Britannica

NEWS

CHONG XIN WEI rounds up news from around the world

A fire raging in Khan Yunish (left) following an Israeli air strike on targets in the southern Gaza strip early on May 12. Israeli jets had bombed what the military said were Hamas targets located in 
populated neighbourhoods. Meanwhile, Hamas had launched rockets at Israel, such as the ones pictured on the right, which were fired on May 18. PHOTOS AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, MISS UNIVERSE
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P hotographs are a vital part of a print or 
online edition of the news.

Photojournalists  work  hard to  tell  
stories with their images. They not only 

record historical moments, they also capture 
candid moments, raw human emotions, and ex-
traordinary scenes.

Here are  some questions  to ask  yourself  
when you evaluate photographs in the news.

1. What can you deduce about the subjects in 
the photograph? What do you think is happen-
ing?

2.  (If  it’s  an  old  photograph)  What  has  
changed? What has stayed the same? Why do 
you think the changes occurred?

3. What is your attention drawn to? Why do 
you think you are drawn to it?

4. What do you think is the idea or message 
the photographer is trying to portray in his pho-
tograph?

5. Do you have an emotional connection with 
the scene? Does it remind you of something 
you have experienced, someone you know, or 
a place you have been to? 

Here are some photographs taken from the ar-
chives of The Straits Times. Respond to each 
one using all or some of the evaluative ques-
tions above. 

Share your responses with your classmates 
on an online platform like that has been as-
signed by your teacher.

MEDIA LITERACY

Finding context and 
meaning in pictures

This photograph 
shows people 
queuing outside 
a health centre in 
Outram Road for 
smallpox 
vaccinations in 
April 1959. The 
police were also 
there to maintain 
order.

Here, schoolgirls 
are seen enjoying 
their time out in 
the rain near a bus 
stop in Balestier 
Road in May 1971. 
What significant 
changes have there 
been in the last 
50 years?

This picture shows a 
schoolboy participating 
in an outdoor activity 
at Tiong Bahru 
Secondary School in 
Lower Delta Road in 
September 1978. This 
event was organised 
jointly by the Boy 
Scouts group and 
volunteers from the 
Bukit Ho Swee 
Community Service 
Project.

Before Bras Basah 
Complex was built in 
1979, the thriving book 
shops in the North 
Bridge Road and Bras 
Basah areas were 
frequented by book 
lovers. In this 
photograph, people 
are seen browsing at 
the bookshops along 
Bras Basah Road in 
October 1972.

In this photograph, a 
group of ladies pose 
for a photo at the 
scenic Queen Elizabeth 
Walk in Marina Bay in 
April 1958, in the days 
before smartphones 
and wefies.

ST FILE PHOTOS
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Lesson activity by Debra Ann Francisco

The photograph shows 
an overhead bridge 
being built in January 
1967 in Tiong Bahru 
Road near a block of 
flats. As overhead 
pedestrian bridges are 
such a vital part of our 
everyday lives now, it is 
hard to imagine that 
Singapore’s first was 
built only in 1964 at 
Collyer Quay. 



Read the following news story and at-
tempt the activities that follow it.

F or  centuries,  since  the  first  
newspaper  was  published  in  
Germany in the 1600s, news or-
ganisations had been the gate-

keepers of information. Publishers de-
cided what news or announcements 
made it into their papers, which they 
mass  produced on  printing  presses  
and distributed to the public.

As  literacy  and  the  demand  for  
newspapers  grew,  journalists  were  
hired to report and write the news, 
and professional processes and values 
arose, with accuracy and fairness be-
coming the main principles of most 
reputable news outfits. 

Then, in the 1990s, the World Wide 
Web lowered the barriers to entry and, 
as  the  Web  grew,  virtually  anyone  
could launch a news website.

But it was not until the advent of so-
cial media in the 2000s that news was 
said to be truly democratised, chang-
ing the way events are reported on 
and made sense of.

EVERYONE A PUBLISHER
On platforms like Facebook and Twit-
ter, people are able to publish informa-
tion and share it with their network of 
friends and friends of friends. The divi-
sion  between  content  creators  and  
content consumers is now blurred.

The Mumbai terror attacks in No-
vember  2008,  in  which  10  heavily  
armed militants stormed multiple loca-
tions including two luxury hotels, was 
the  first  breaking  news  event  that  
played out on social media, with peo-
ple in the city providing a constant stream of in-
formation  and  photos  through  Twitter  and  
photo-sharing site Flickr.

Since then, social media platforms have be-
come the source of much breaking news, includ-
ing most recently the military coup and result-
ing protests in Myanmar.

These days, anyone with a smartphone in 
hand can become a citizen journalist, allowing 
the person to bypass traditional news organisa-
tions.

Some see it as a welcome development, ar-
guing  that  traditional  news  organisations  
should not be the only ones to decide what is 
newsworthy.

But critics say citizen journalists are some-
times also activists who eschew objectivity and 
present a biased view of events. There is no re-
quirement to verify the authenticity of the infor-
mation, leading to fake news being shared,  
even if unintentionally.

Traditional  news organisations  have often  
emphasised that sharing information on its own 
is not the same as journalism, which demands 

that information is verified, put in the right con-
text and weighed for its significance.

PATHWAY TO NEWS
Social media has also changed the way news is 
consumed,  becoming  the  primary  route  by  
which people get their news around the world.

An Institute of Policy Studies survey on Inter-
net and media platforms used by voters during 
Singapore’s General Election 2020 found that 
some 70.5 per cent of respondents had turned 
to social networking sites for news and informa-
tion.

In the United States, 53 per cent of adults 
say they “often” or “sometimes” get their news 
from social media, according to a survey by 
Pew Research Centre conducted last year.

This trend appears to be more pronounced 
among the younger set. In the Reuters Institute 
Digital News Report in 2019, more than half of 
those aged 18 to 24 said their first contact with 
the news in the morning, often through their 
smartphone, was via social media platforms. 
This  was  the case for  29 per  cent  of  those 

above 35 years old.
This change in how news is con-

sumed  has  far-reaching  conse-
quences  beyond  personal  prefer-
ences, and researchers have found 
that those who get their news from 
social  media platforms tend to be 
less knowledgeable in current affairs.

The breakneck pace of news up-
dates  in  the  age  of  social  media  
means people are often just  skim-
ming  headlines  or  trying  to  go  
through as much news as they can.

Britain’s  communications  regula-
tor Ofcom found in a 2016 study that 
in an attempt to keep up with the 
24/7 news cycle, people prioritised 
quantity over depth in their news in-
take.

On  services  such  as  Facebook,  
news is presented in an aggregated 
way, alongside advertisements, enter-
tainment  and  personal  opinions,  
among other things, blurring the line 
between news and other  kinds of  
content.

In a bid to make sense of things, 
people often rely on their own judge-
ment to determine the believability 
of news that they see online – for in-
stance,  more  popular  articles  or  
those shared by  close  friends  are  
judged to be more important or trust-
worthy – and they do not always get 
it right.

FAKE NEWS, ALGORITHMS 
AND ECHO CHAMBERS
This style of news consumption has 
also resulted in people seeing only 
news that they are deemed by the 
platforms to be interested in, creat-

ing echo chambers that reinforce people’s own 
beliefs, and also wide divergences in the con-
tent that different people see.

Facebook  curates  content  for  each  user  
based on an algorithm that takes into account 
factors such as the kind of content a user has 
previously read or liked, and whether someone 
has paid to promote the post, among other 
things.

While fake news has been around for as long 
as there has been news, the architecture of so-
cial media sites, and the way they have been en-
gineered to monopolise the attention of users 
has fuelled the rise of fake news.

Misinformation, which could be unintention-
ally inaccurate or misleading, and disinforma-
tion, which is deliberately deceptive, have prolif-
erated in the past decade, especially on Face-
book, and are said to have heavily influenced 
voting results  during Britain’s  Brexit  referen-
dum and the US presidential election in 2016.

Voters in the US presidential election, for in-
stance, were deluged with fake news on social 
media,  with  many  of  the  viral  posts  later  

tracked to Veles, a small town in Macedonia.
Motivated by financial gains, an entire indus-

try had sprung up to churn out fake news sto-
ries about the election, which ended up being 
shared more widely and much faster than the 
truth, by virtue of their novelty.

Social media also allowed newsmakers to 
sidestep scrutiny and the usual fact-checking 
conducted by the media before any news is al-
lowed to be published, and communicate more 
directly with the public. This allows politicians 
such as former US president Donald Trump to 
sow distrust in traditional media outlets.

The development undermined journalism as 
a whole, with trust metrics showing declining 
faith  in  journalists  and  news  organisations  
around the world.

In Edelman’s Trust Barometer 2021, media 
performed the worst,  coming in last behind 
business, non-governmental organisations and 
government, among institutions people were 
asked about in the global survey.

FINDING A NEW BALANCE
Around the world, policymakers are adapting 
the media environment to the economic and so-
cial realities created by the rise of social media 
news consumption.

Singapore passed a law against fake news, 
the Protection from Online Falsehoods and Ma-
nipulation Act, which came into effect in 2019, 
giving government ministers the power to or-
der social  media sites to put up corrections 
alongside a piece of falsehood, or have it taken 
down.

Malaysia,  Russia,  China,  Germany  and  
France are among other countries that have 
passed legislation to address the same prob-
lem.

THE SINGAPORE PERSPECTIVE
The same trends happening around the world 
have also played out in Singapore, though trust 
in the media remains relatively high.

Over the years, people have turned more to 
online channels and social media to get the lat-
est updates on current affairs.

The Reuters Institute Digital  News Report 
2020 found that 87 per cent of people here go 
online to read the news, while 63 per cent read 
it through social media platforms, such as Face-
book, YouTube and Instagram.

This is up from 85 per cent and 61 per cent in 
2017, respectively.

At the same time, smartphones have also be-
come a primary device through which people 
consume news, with 81 per cent using it for this 
purpose, compared with 72 per cent in 2017.

Unlike  what  has  happened  elsewhere,  
though, trust in the media has remained rela-
tively  high,  according to the  Edelman Trust  
Barometer 2021.

Singapore ranked fourth in terms of this met-
ric among 28 countries, below only Indonesia, 
China and India, with 62 per cent of respon-
dents indicating that they had faith in the me-
dia.

Globally,  51 per cent of respondents said 
they trusted the media.

The Reuters Institute Digital  News Report 
2020 also found that established, traditional  
media companies  tended to be trusted the 
most, with The Straits Times and CNA ranking 
among the top news brands.

Adapted from “How social media shifts burden of 
fact checking to news consumers” by Tham 
Yuen-C, The Straits Times, May 10, 2021

MEDIA LITERACY

Unverified sources erode 
trust in media environment

ACTIVITIES

1. There used to be great demand for news from printed newspapers in the past. What are some 
of the qualities of newspapers that made them attractive to readers?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Fewer people are getting their news from printed newspapers. Instead they are using online 
sources such as websites and social media. Why do you think this is so? Please state your reasons.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

3. List the top three media (newspaper, website, social media, or others) that you get your news 
or information from with regard to a certain topic. Please state the reasons why you use them.

LEARN LEARNLEARN

ST ILLUSTRATION: CEL GULAPA
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.............................................

.............................................

.

4a. What goes through your mind when you share news on social media? Do you verify whether 
the news that you share is true and accurate? Please state your reasons.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

4b. Write down how you feel when you read a piece of news shared by someone you trust, such 
as family or close friends, compared to news from a random source, such as a YouTube recom-
mended video. 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

5a. Why do you think social media companies, such as Facebook, select specific content for differ-
ent users using special algorithms? How does this method benefit them?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

5b. In your opinion, what happens when you read repeatedly pieces of news that reflect a similar 
viewpoint?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

5c. Some of the content that reaches your social media feed is paid for by advertisers. Are you 
consciously aware which content is paid for, or organic (non-paid) when you read news? In your 
opinion, how are the objectives of paid content and organic content different? Would you share a 
piece of news that has other objectives besides to inform?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Ways or avenues to get information Why I like them

1.

2.

3.
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NOTSOSERIOUSNEWS

FELINE DEMONSTRATES TRUE 
MEANING OF RESILIENCE
In a don’t-try-this-at-home moment, a black cat 
leapt from the fifth storey of a burning building, 
bounced off the ground, and then walked away.

Fire crews attending a small blaze in the En-
glewood neighbourhood of Chicago were film-
ing the exterior of the building when the as-
tounding act of this feline was recorded.

After the incident, the city’s fire department 
posted the video online and tweeted: “Nine 
lives for a cat that jumped from fire at 65th and 
Lowe. Cat hit grass bounced and walked away!”

Fire department spokesman Larry Langford 
said: “It went under my car and hid until she felt 
better after a couple of minutes and came out 
and tried to scale the wall to get back in.”

BEAVERS CAN’T RESIST CHEWY 
FIBRE CABLES
Another use of high-speed fibre lines has been 
discovered in British Columbia, Canada. Appar-
ently, they make good dam-building materials.

Unfortunately, the beavers which proved this 
helped themselves to material that was owned 
by network operator Telus. 

They  chewed  through  the  cables  buried  
about 90cm underground, which caused an In-
ternet outage for about 900 users in the com-
munity of Tumbler Ridge for 36 hours.

A Telus statement said: “Our team located a 
nearby dam, and it appears the beavers dug un-

derground alongside the creek to reach our ca-
ble, which is buried about three feet under-
ground and protected by (an about 11cm) thick 
conduit. The beavers first chewed through the 
conduit before chewing through the cable in 
multiple locations.”

The BBC noted that beavers “are loved by 
some as the ultimate environmental engineers 
whose dam-building skills bring an array of eco-

logical  benefits.  But  their  incredibly  strong  
teeth can cause extensive damage, and farmers 
in  particular  worry  at  the havoc  they  could 
cause to crops and trees”. 

WILD BEHAVIOUR OF BOARS 
INFURIATES ITALIANS
A group of wild boars displayed extremely boor-
ish behaviour when they confronted a supermar-
ket shopper in a carpark in search of food in Le 
Rughe, Rome, this month.

In a scene captured on video, the woman is 
forced to drop her bags, which the animals, four 
adults and two young, quickly raid.

The smaller ones stay at the scene of the 
crime to enjoy their loot while the others take 
what they can and run for it.

In recent years,  Italian farmers have com-
plained about wild boars wreaking havoc on 
their land and causing fatal road accidents. The 
animals are believed to be responsible for an av-
erage of 10,000 road accidents a year in Italy.

But controlling the estimated more than two 
million wild boars roaming Italy is a sensitive is-
sue. Last October, the mayor of Rome ordered 
an investigation after a family of wild boars, 
commonplace in the city, were shot and killed 
by police in a children’s playground near the Vat-
ican. 

The incident had sparked protests by animal 
rights activists and some locals.

arstechnica.com, BBC, CNN, The Guardian
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NO WINGS NEEDED FOR 
THESE FLYING HORSES
Step aside My Little Pony bros, here 
come some real  flying horses.  The 
thing is, they did not take to the air by 
choice.

Their flight was made possible by 
the Swiss military, which teamed up 
with veterinarians from the Vetsuisse 
Faculty  of  Veterinary  Medicine  in  
Saignelegier,  Switzerland,  for  a  
project to move injured horses to vets 
using helicopters. 

On April  9,  several  “volunteers”  
were put in specially designed har-
nesses (above) . Although the animals 
seemed calm during the test flight, IN 
is sure they would have a lot of “tall 
tales” to tell their friends back at the 
stables.
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